52.   INTERVIEW TO "MADRAS MAW*

[September 15, 1921]

[REPRESENTATIVE:] You look upon the propaganda of boycott of foreign
cloth as the constructive side of non-co-operation though it involves the des-
truction of the existing stock of foreign cloth?

[GANDHIJI :] I look upon swadeshi as the constructive side of
non-co-operation, as I expect it to lead to the manufacture of all
the cloth needed by the nation by means of hand-spinning and
hand-weaving.

Do you think, Mr. Gandhi, it is possible in view of the existing condi-
tions of the country to produce sufficient to meet all the needs of the people?

Certainly, even as it is possible for us to cook our daily supply
of food, if the manufacture of cloth be in our hands as it was
only two or three hundred years ago.

Have not the conditions altered materially with the introduction of machi-
nery, apart from other causes?

No disturbance has been really created by machinery, such as
that it cannot be corrected. It is a mental state which has got to
be put right. It is not as though hands, nor is it as if all the
hours that the nation devoted to manufacturing cloth and spinning
yam, are now utilized to any other or better purpose. The hours
are there unutilized and the hands as well.

You believe that the concentration of manufacture under the factory
system could equally and effectively be carried out for the purpose of meeting
the needs of the nation by hand-spinning on an extensive scale in the homes
and cottages of the people?

Certainly.

In other words you think it is only a question of extensive manufacture
through the agency of hand-spinning and hand-weaving in rural areas in the
country rather than intensive manufacture under the factory system?

Most certainly so.

Do you think that all our modem requirements could be adequately and
effectively answered without the use of machinery?

1 A representative of Madras Mail called on Gandhijiat Ramjee Kalyan-
joe's residence at San Thome.